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THE SALUTATORY ADDRESS

Honorable Mr. Granai, Reverend Mr. Randle, Superintendent Martin,
Principal Noble, Parents, Teachers, and Friends: We bid you a most cordial
welcome to the Commencement exereises of the Class of 1959, Rochester High
Sechool:

" INTEGRATION--A NATIONAL PROBLEM"

For thousands of years men have been fighting among themselves because
they thought their particular race was superior to all others. Yet after hun-
dreds of thousands of men have died in this cause, man is still unable to prove
one race superior to another. Less than twenty years ago a man named Hitler
believed that the German race was and should be supreme in the world, and
hundreds of thousands of men had to die to prove him wrong.

In biology one learns that there are three groups in which all the dif-
ferent races of mankind are classified: the Negroids, who are black-skinned
people; Caucasians, or the so-called "white race"; and the Mongoloids, or
"yellow race." The Biology book tells us that these three groups are equal.

We all agree as a nation that no one race is better than any other, yet thou-
sands of people, in the deep south particularly, will not accept this fact. It
may take dozens of years and a new generation of people before this attitude
will be changed.

The racial diserimination in the south has turned into a national crisis
and could very easily become a world crisis. If the people of the United
States don't unitc apainst all political and social policies which tend to
separate them, the existence of all demoeratic and free nations in the world
today is seriously threatened.

We all know diserimination exists and we all have sympathy for the Negroes
in this situation, but the big question is what are we going to do about it.
The Supreme Court has passed down a deeision which has brought about some
school integration among the Negroes and whites, but this isn't very successful
in the deep south.

The problems of school integration can be divided into two geographical
areas, the border states and the deep south. The border states are integrating
gradually without much difficulty. In some of them integration is very gradual
with one grade a year, while other border states are completing their integra-
tion already. The deep south is the place of big problems. The entire group
of extremists down there deeided to get together to foree a showdowi on the
school issue. The place they chose for this action was Little Rock, Arkansas.
For weeks, and even months, there was quite a bit of trouble in this area, but
the small group of extremists were unable to stop the Negroes from going to
schocl, so most observers agree that they lost their fight. However, all is
not yet settled at Little Rock, as recent elections show.

It should be noted that when I refer to extremists, I am referring to the
small group of people who are willing to break the law to stop integratiocn.
This group of people should not be confused with the large majority of
southerners who are against integration but will stick to the laws and the
Christian principles which are the foundation of our democratic government.







In finding out what to do about the crisis in the deep south, one
should take a look at Los Angeles, California. This west coast city
has people of nearly every race in the world. Included in its five
and one half million population are over 350,000 people of Mexican
descent and some 255,000 Negroes. The big difference between Los Angelas
and many other big American eities is the fact that California has
strong civil rights legislation with plenty of enforcement.

Another good factov about the situation in Los Angeles is that the
city has nearly eliminated the slum areas. As Los Angeles grew in
size, it grow out instead of up ~nd the people have less chance to get
on one anotheris nerves becouse they have plenty of clbow room.
Furthermore, therc is a large number of "do good" organizations which
have coopcrated to make Los Angeles the wonderful city it is today.

ny feel if we five the Negroes a fair chance, by imprcving their
housine conditions and by raising the educational, health, employment and
moral ‘standards, the Negro will prove himself to oOe 'a’very responsible

person.

Many people in the deep south are moving north where conditions
are much better. During the yeors 1950-1956, over 1,169,000 people
migrated northward., The greater part of the migrants came from four
states, the largest group from Arkansas. Three hundred and fifty-
eight thousand people left their southern homes in six short years.
Mississippi lost 291,000; Alabama, 298,000; ~nd Kentucky, 231,000,

Of a1l the southern states, only Texas and Florida showed a gain in
population.

The reasons for this large decline in population are not very
hard to find. Undoubtedly many of the pcople left because of the resent-
ment over the civil rights situation. Most people feel the vast ma jor-
jty of the migrants left because of the industrial revolution presently
going on, The migrants -re¢ finding better jobs and living conditions
in general, elsewhere., The average annual earnings of the old agri-
cultural worker was nnder $2000 while the average industrial employee's
pay is over $4000. Fortly percent of the southern farmers left have to
take outside part-time jobs to e-rn enough money to support their
families under very poor conditions. One of the sad facts about this
migration is that nearly 21l of the people leaving are in the age group
18-35, Hundreds of southern towns are left with mostly people who are
either very young or very old.

Here in. the north there secms very little that we can do to improve
the situation other than by just supporting a plan to raise the Negroes'
standards to our own level. If one of the Negro families from the
deep scuth should move into our town, we would then have the chance
to prove to at least one fomily that we believe that if demoeracy is
to survive, it will have to extend to everyone in the country the
rights of life, liberty -nd the pursuit of happiness.

Wayne Eeclls
Salutatorian













of graduate study. The boy or girl with an inquiring mind and a persevering
spirit who likes high school science would be happy in this profession.

To the high school graduate with above average intelligence, good health,
energy, courage, and desire to serve others, the ficld of medicine offers a re-
warding challenge. The training neccssary to becomec a doctor is long and hard--
three years of pre-medical training in eollege, four years of medical school, and
at least one year of internship in a hospital, Some doctors decide to stay more
than one year on hospital duty before starting a practice of their own, Both
men and women are admitted to medical school, but it is more difficult for a woman
to gain admission. A nurse, while not requiring so much specialized training,
must have the same personal qualifications as a doctor. Though hospital, public
health, and private duty nursing account for a majority of those employed in the
profession, there are numerous opportunities outside these three classifications.
Tndustrial and office nurses have more steady employment and recgular hours, but
this work might prove less interesting to the professional nurse. Army, Navy and
missionary nursing offers satisfying positions for those who love to travel and it
combines real public service with interesting experiences in foreign countries.

As a nurse a girl will always be able to support herself and if marrizd supplement
her husband's income., Nurse's training will also better prepare herffor the
responsibilities of wife and mother.

Trying to list all the opportunities in the business world would be like
counting the sands of the sea., Because business can be defined as any commercial
venture, there are millions of individual examples--from the shoeshine boy on the
corner to the head of 2 great industry, In a small business a few people or even
one person may manage everything, A large company usually has separate departments
handling each function, To be a success in the business world calls for tremendows
enthusiasm--whether you are a thirty dollar a week typist or the multi-millionaire
head of a big concern. Interest in what you are doing rather than what you may
get out of it seems to be indispensable. It used to be that industrial leaders
worked their way up the ladder of success by sheer native ability, No one can
claim that all America's business leaders are college or university trained. How=
ever, it is a fact that "Who's Who" whieh yearly lists people of importance in
every field of endeavor in the country, shows a constantly increasing majority
of men and women with college backgrounds,

With the discovery of the atom and the great strides taken in elcctronics,
the engineer has become a very important person in our country. There are many
different types of engineer--research, development, design, planning, construction
production, quality control, operating, sales service, and executive.

Let's take the electronic engineer as an example. He must be a boy who
enjoys science and mathematies, is fascinated by experiments, willing to work
hard and as part of a team, has an open mind and is oxtremely painstaking. The
opportunities for advancement in this field are great, as the demand for clectronic
engineers far outweighs the supply, and the rewards are large. The graduate of
an engineering college can expect a starting salary of $360 to $375 a month.

Can girls be engineers? The answer to this is "yes." It is true that there are
fewer than 4,000 women engineers in this country; nevertheless, there are some
very good women engineers who hold down splendid jobs and do fine ereative work,

I have tried to list some of the many excellent opportunities offered us as
high school graduates. There are many, many more, too numerous to list. The
future is up to us. Surely we are standing at "The Doorway to Opportunity.”

Peggy Kinsley, '59
Valedictorian







































































































DEANNA D. BEAUREGARD
Nickname: Dee

Born: January 9, 1941

Birthplace: Laconia, New Hampshire

Activities: Cheerleader 1,2,3; Captain 3; Majorette 3;
Chorus 1,2,3,4} Rocketones 1,2,3,4; Speech 3; Class
Treasurer 1,2,3,4; Senior Play 4} Senior Play Ass’t
Business Manager 3; ‘‘School Scribbles’’ Business
Manager 4.

Future Plans: To attend Champlain Business College.

Advice to Underclassmen: Have a good time, but study hard.

WENTWORTH COMES, JR.

Nickname: Bud

Born: February 15, 1941

Birthplace: Randolph, Vermont

Activities: Band 1; Senior Play 4.

Future Plans: To attend school of photography.

Advice to Underclassmen: Keep your marks up!

WAYNE RAY EELLS
Born: June 11, 1941
Birthplace: Rochester, Vermont

Activities: Basketball 2,3,4} Co-Captain 4; Scorekeeper 1;
Baseball 1,2,3,4: Cross Country 2,4 Band 1,2,3,4;
Chorus 1,2,4: Rocketets 4; All-State Music Festi-
val - Band 4} Forestry 1,2; Class President 1,2,3;
Student Council 1,2,3; Senior Play 4; ‘‘School
Scribbles” Business Manager 3, Boys’ Sports Re-
porter 4; Green Mountain Boys’ State 3; Salutatorian
4.

Future Plans: To attend the Engineering Curriculum at UVM.

Advice to Underclassmen: Work hard and your rewards will
come in due time.







CAROL C. GUILMETTE
Nickname: Clanc

Born: May 3, 1941

Birthplace: Rochester, Vermont

Activities: Basketball Scorekeeper 1; Band 1,2; Dramatics
1,2,3; One-Act Play 3; District Play 3; “School
Scribbles’” 1,2,3,4; Feature Editor 4.

Future Plans: Marriage

Advice to Underclassmen: Graduate - no matter what!

REBECCA ANN HOWE

Nickname: B(‘(‘]\"\'

Born: March 25, 1941

3irthplace: Randolph, Vermont

Activities: Student Council 1; Class Vice-President 2,3 ,4:
Dramatics Club 1; ‘‘School Scribbles” 1,2,3,4;
Editor 4; Chorus 1,2,3,4! Rocketones 1,2,3,4; Band
1,2,3,4; All-State Music Festival - Chorus 4;
Senior Play 4; Senior Play Business Manager 3;
D.A.R. Good Citizenship Award 4.

Future Plans: To attend the school of nursing in Laconia,
New Hampshire.

Advice to ( m/f’rC/a.\'.S‘m('n.‘ Set a L[(){I] and \\'()rk for it.

BRADLEY EARL JOHNSON
Nickname: Brad

Born: February 12, 1941
Birthplace: Rochester, Vermont

Activities: Baseball 1,2,3,4; Basketball 1,4; Manager 3;
Student Council 4: Forestry Club 1,2; Senior Play
4: Class Marshall 3; Chorus 1,2,3,4; Rocketets 4;
Band 1,2,3,4; V.F.W. Essay Winner 2; Honorable
Mention 3.

Future Plans: To attend V.A.T.I.

Advice to Underclassmen: Work hard while you’re in school,
but also have a good time.







NELSON LAWRENCE JOHNSON
Vickname: Nels

Born: September 5, 1941
Birthplace: Rochester, Vermont

lctivities: Class President 4; Basketball 1,2,3,4; Co-
Captain 4 Baseball 1,2,3,4; Cross Country 3,4;
Band 1,2,3,4% Chorus 1,2,3,4; Rocketets 3,4; All-
State Music Festival - Chorus 4; Forestry Club 1,2;
Student Council 3,4; Senior Play 4; Magazine Drive
Captain 4 Green Mountain Boys’ State 3.

Future Plans: School - undecided where.

{dvice to Underclassmen: Your years in high school are
four of the best in your lives. What you get out of it
depends on what you put into it. Study hard, but
have fun too.

JO ELLEN JONES
Nickname: Jo
Born: September 24, 1941

Birthplace: Bellows Falls, Vermont

{ctivities: Basketball 1,2,3,4; Co-Captain 4, Softball
Chorus 1,2.,4: Band 1,2; Dramatics Club 1,2,3;
9.

Senior Play 4; One-Act Play 2; District Play

Speech Class 3; ‘‘School Scribbles’’ 1,2,3,4.

)

Future Plans: Secretarial work in New York.

{dvice to Underclassmen: Don’t judge a person too quick-
ly, for their reputation is what you give them and
their character is what they are.

PEGGY ANNE KINSLEY
Nickname: Peg

Born: April 15, 1941
Birthplace: Hancock, Vermont

Activities: Senior Play 4; Class Secretary 4; ‘‘School
9

Scribbles’’ 1,2,3,4; News Reporter 4; Magazine
Drive Business Manager 4; Valedictorian 4.

Future Plans: To attend Rutland Business College.

Advice to Underclassmen: Study hard and your rewards will
be many.







CHARLES RAWSON KITTREDGE

Nickname: Chuck

Born: January 12, 1940

Birthplace: Randolph, Vermont

Activities: Senior Play 4; Dramatics Club 1; Basketball
1,2: Baseball 1,2; Student Council 1.

Future Plans: To attend Heavy Equipment School in North
Carolina.

get into too

[

Advice to Underclassmen: Study and don’t
much trouble.

LORRAINE B. McINTYRE

Born: June 18, 1941

Birthplace: Randolph, Vermont

Activities: Class Secretary 1,2,3; Basketball 1,2,3; Chorus
1,2,3,4: Rocketones 1,2,3,4; Dramatics Club 1,2,3;
One-Act Play 1,3; Band 1,2,3,4; Senior Play 4;
Property Manager 3; Girls’ State 3; Magazine Drive
Captain 4 ‘‘School Scribbles’ 1,2,3,4; Art Editor
2,3,4.

Future Plans: Housewife

Advice to Underclassmen: Don’t ever give up.

JEANETTE ELIZABETH SMITH
Nickname: Jet

Born: November 23, 1940
Birthplace: Randolph, Vermont

Activities: Basketball 2,3; Cheerleader 4; Chorus 2,3,4;
Dramatics Club 2,3; One Act Play 3; District Play
3: Student Council 2,3,4; Secretary-Treasurer 2,3,4;

Convention 3; Rutland ‘‘Teen Town'’ 4; Senior Play
4: Vermont Girls’ State Candidate 3.

Future Plans: Nurses’ Training or Dental Hygienist.

Advice to Underclassmen: Study hard, but have a ball, too.

** Attended South Royalton High School Freshman
year.







PRISCILLA MAE WHITE

Nickname: Cil

Born: January 8, 1941

Birthplace: Tunbridge, Vermont

Activities: Girls’ Basketball Manager 1,2,3,4; Chorus 1,2,
3,4: Rocketones 4! Senior Play 4; ‘‘School Scrib-
bles” 1,2,3,4.

Future Plans: To attend Rutland Business College and
become an Accountant.

{dvice to Underclassmen: Make the most of your four years
at R.H.S., because you’ll never again have as much
fun.

NOEL ELIZABETH WOODING
Born: April 1, 1941

Birthplace: Cambridge, Massachusetts

{ ctivities: Basketball 1,2,3,4; Co-Captain 4; Softball 1;

Dramatics Club 1,2.3; Senior Play 4; Chorus 1,2,3
’ o , ’ ]
4: Rocketones 3,4: Band 1,2,3,4; “School Scribbles’’

1,2,3,4.
Future Plans:* To attend nursing at UVM.

Advice to Underclassmen: ilave fun in high school, but
study hard. Remember your whole life is ahead of
you.
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